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Jelena Naim
» University of Illinois
BA French
MAT ESOL
« Over 20 years
experience as an
educator &

administrator

- Experience in public,
private, and charter
schools

- Principal at Al Falah
Academy

Safia Arif
- Georgia State
University:

BA English
Education
MAT English

- Certified AP Lit instructor

- teaches English Lit &

Comp at Al Falah Academy.

Private capabilities vs.
Public school experiences

Literature for High School
students, not Middle
School

Literature is a safe space
to discuss uncomfortable
themes

Imagine an archive of
literature class lessons
plans that are perfected
for the American Islamic

High School!
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+ Islamic approach and worldview

- current event links

- positive view of parents, family
values, respect

- acceptance of diversity and free
speech

- rigorous texts (AP)




We avoid...




- To learn about different cultures, times, peoples

- To explore themes: God, identity, culture, society

- To be aware at a deeper level of people different
from ourselves

- To be aware of unseen discriminatory constructs

Students will be exposed in college,
and they have consciousness of subtle messages

Literature Studies is a contemporary field!




The literary canon consists of texts that are
"the best ever thought and said" which

includes "the greats,’ like Shakespeare,
Hemingway, etc.

However, the 1980's brought a reaction
against these problems of the canon and
created more diversity in young adult
literature, including themes we try to avoid.
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Having an Inlernal Canon:
Our Novel Guidelines & Policy

Islamic schools must create an "internal
canon': a common base of books all
students read for shared reference

- Only read the "classics,' pre-20th
century?

- Only read Islamic authors?

« Only read texts from AP Lit Exam

Questions, which include difficult

contemporary themes?

We must know how to include difficult
contemporary themes while also
promoting an Islamic worldview!
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Two Types of Texts

by Dick: Islamophobic
aracter Development

1. Islamophobic themes, that are
generally accepted in American society
biased against Muslims and Islam
portrays bias as positive feature

e GratGatby: )~ against organized religion

-Islamic worldviews &

2. Unislamic worldview, that is
generally praised in American society
illegal, immoral behavior

lack of parameters around love and
sexual relationships

glorifies independent identity over
family values




Can be applied to other texts such as:

» Othello, William Shakespeare

- "Inferno” of The Divine Comedly,
Dante Alighieri

- Not Without My Daughter, Betty
Mahmoody




Can be applied to other texts such as:
- Beloved, Toni Morrison
« Siddhartha, Hermnan Hesse
- Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini
Twelfth Night, William Shakespeare




Two Types of ‘lexts

Moby Dick: Islamophobic
Character Development

m 1. Islamophobic themes, that are
- generally accepted in American society
biased against Muslims and Islam

= portrays bias as positive feature .
e Geatasty. |~ against organized religion gﬁmﬂi novels shoyl,
Non-Islamic worldviews - Sin ml'nd?
litera ?Ho
‘ -/ ture, ang Maintajn

2. Unlslamic worldview, that is Positive worldyjeyy»
generally praised in American society

illegal, immoral behavior

lack of parameters around love and

sexual relationships

glorifies independent identity over

family values



Open Discussion

A. What are some novels that portray Islamophobic
themes, yet they are contemporary and highly
regarded?

B. Which novels display a non-Islamic worldview,
yet also offer a rich literary experience?

C. Which novels can implement these instructional
techniques so that they open up curricular choices
to students?

D. Which novels allow students to analyze
contemporary themes and be well-versed in AP
texts?

E. Which novels should we teach with these
guidelines in mind? How can students read
literature, and maintain their Islamic identity with a
positive worldview?
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