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What is distance learning? 
 

Distance learning, also known as online 
education, is a viable option for many 

individuals who desire to get an 
education.  



What is Foreign Language Distance Learning?  
•  The distance learning technology has taken the 

teaching of foreign language to a whole new level and 
is an excellent choice for home schooled students. 

•  Innovative technology has allowed distance learning 
foreign language classes to blossom and to take form.  

•  The use of this technology allows students to speak to 
their teachers virtually and to hear the language being 
spoken.  



●  Students can listen to recorded sessions as many times 
as they want to fully comprehend the language.  

●  Foreign language teaching should focus on teaching the 
mechanics of the language, but should also include 
teaching the culture of the country.  

●  Technology is just a tool. The skilled teacher -- like the 
skilled craftsman -- matches the tool to the task in order 
to accomplish an important purpose.  



●  While we are using the most recent technology, we 
should not forget our students and their need to use 
technology effectively. When we integrate 
technology meaningfully, we are supporting them 
in the development of two essential tools for 
lifelong learning: the skill in the use of another 
language and the ability to make discerning and 
effective use of technological tools. 



Among numerous modes of technology enhanced learning, 
there are not many that have received as much attention as 

distance learning. Stimulated by the recent rapid 
developments in web technologies, researchers and educators 

are constantly working to make the most of technological 
resources and put them to the best pedagogical use. In the 
area of foreign language teaching, a lot has been done to 
cover a variety of world languages, but there are constant 

attempts for new solutions. 



Technology Readiness 

Students are generally technology–literate 
and have become accustomed to using 

computers, videos, and other 
technology-based means of acquiring 

information. 



Flexibility 

Distance learning is much more flexible than 
traditional styles of classroom education. 

Students who need to take other classes or 
work can do class work whenever they have a 
free moment instead of being restricted to a 

rigid schedule. 



                              Motivation 

Using different aspects of technology helps 
motivate students to learn and adds many 
dimensions of foreign language learning, 
particularly with the use of multimedia 

programs. 



Accessibility 

Online education provides the 
opportunity to reach out to programs 

that are not available in the immediate 
area. 



Communication 

Technology helps students to be active 
participants in the Information Age as well 

as involving students in worthwhile, 
interactive activities such as interpersonal 

exchanges, information gathering, and 
problem-solving projects. 



Networking 

Students who enroll in classes with online 
education obtain a wider range of networking 

opportunities. Instead of being limited to 
networking in the local area, distance learning 
enables students to make connections with a 

more diverse range of people. 



Pace and Learning Style 

Online education enables students to 
work at their own pace and learning 

style. The requirements are not as strict 
and typically give a range of due dates 
when the work needs to be submitted.  



Scheduling 

The schedules for distance learning are more 
open and allow for students, parents and 

professionals to have class whenever it fits 
into their schedule. This is beneficial over 

classroom education that requires students to 
schedule work and childcare around the class 

time. 



Presentations 

Students have the opportunity to work 
collaboratively. They can also use their 

productive and receptive abilities for real 
purposes, such as publishing a 

newsletter or writing interactive 
journals. 



Selection of Professors 

Distance learning enables students to 
learn from some of the most prestigious 

professors and guest speakers in each 
field. 



Non Traditional Classroom Setting 

Sitting in the classroom is not the best way for 
every student to learn. A student may learn 

better at his own pace and in a different 
format than traditional schooling options 

offer. 



Efficiency 

Online classes are just as, if not more, 
effective at teaching students than the 
traditional classroom style of learning. 



Distance Learning Disadvantages 

Distance learning may not be the ideal option 
for everyone but should be considered when 

looking at options for education. 



If the classroom environment is what you love most 
about learning you may want to take a step back and 
reconsider distance learning. You’ll likely get some 
interaction on chat rooms, discussion boards and 

through email, but the experience will be quite 
different than traditional courses. 

Lack of Face-to-face Social Interaction 



Format isn’t Ideal for all Learners 

Not everyone is an ideal candidate for 
online learning. Some students might 

have problems with motivation, 
procrastination and need lots of 

individual attention from an instructor. 



 
Requires Adaptability to New Technologies  

If you’ve never been one to love working 
with technology you will probably 

struggle at first. Make sure you feel 
comfortable working with computers 
and with online programs before you 

design a class. 



Distance Learning Teacher Qualifications 

A strong Distance Learning Foreign Language program 
teacher should have the following: 
●  Experience and proficiency in the target language. 
●  Certification in the appropriate grade level. 
●  Training in hands-on activities and the software being 

used. 
●  Should be interactive (This means that there should 

be two types of communication, preferably both audio 
and video.) 

 
 



●  A computer that has a camera and a microphone 
are required. These technologies are tools for 
teaching and the teacher/students should be 
proficient in using the programs before the class 
begins. 

●  If possible, the distance learning teacher should 
attempt occasional site visitations. 



Who Benefits from Distance Learning Technology? 
•  Many home school students look to distance learning 

programs in foreign language as a way to learn a language in 
an engaging manner. The technology of distance learning has 
greatly improved the quality of foreign language learning. 

•  Can help make the study of a foreign language very practical 
and significant in childrens’ lives. If students can 
communicate readily through e-mail with children in a 
foreign country, they should be able to communicate and use 
this technology to apply what they learned productively . 



●  Learning a second language can present some 
challenges, especially if the parent delivering the 
curriculum is not fluent or experienced enough in 
the language that the student has chosen to learn. 
In these situations, parents often choose to look to 
an expert in the field to help with the development 
and even the delivery of a foreign language 
curriculum. 



When and why do we need to use Distance Learning? 

•  As school budgets get tighter and tighter, schools are 
only funding classes that are fully booked.  

•  Foreign language classes, especially at the higher 
levels, are often smaller classes filled with only a 
handful of students. Many schools are looking at 
distance learning technologies as a way to still offer 
these classes to students, but in a more efficient way. 



•  The distance learning environment for foreign language 
teaching should also involve time and a forum for student 
collaboration. This sort of collaboration is especially 
important in foreign language learning because it provides 
students the opportunity to use their budding language skills 
and practice with one another. Group projects can be 
facilitated through the use of technology. 

•  Using distance learning can provide access to different types 
of languages that aren’t available any other way. 



•  More often than before, parents who are 
homeschooling their child started recently deciding 
to use some form of technology as an option for 
educating their child in a particular language. 

•  Distance learning classes for foreign language are 
also often used in school districts where finding 
qualified language teachers is difficult or when 
districts are looking to expand course offerings in a 
cost efficient manner. 



•  Foreign	  language	  teachers	  would	  interact	  with	  students	  
on	  a	  regular	  basis,	  both	  in	  wri5ng	  and	  orally.	  Especially	  in	  
introductory	  level	  classes,	  students	  need	  immediate	  
feedback	  on	  their	  speaking	  abili5es.	  Due	  to	  the	  intense	  
nature	  of	  the	  need	  for	  interac5on	  in	  distance	  learning	  
foreign	  language	  classes,	  these	  classes	  should	  be	  limited	  
in	  size.They	  should	  include	  no	  more	  than	  twenty	  
students	  so	  that	  each	  student	  is	  assured	  of	  geAng	  
quality,	  real	  5me	  feedback	  and	  construc5ve	  cri5cism.	  



When is it effective to use technology in the 
World Language classroom 

World	  Language	  teachers	  should	  opt	  to	  use	  technology	  
when	  it:	  

•  It’s	  appropriate	  for	  the	  lesson	  
•  Is	  age-‐appropriate	  
•  Builds	  students’	  World	  Language	  learning	  
•  Provides	  authen5c	  aspects	  of	  culture	  
•  Demonstrates	  authen5c	  cultural	  regalia	  and	  documents	  
• Mo5vates	  students	  



●  Is	  consistent	  with	  na5onal	  World	  Language	  Standards	  
•  Offers	  a	  bePer	  format	  of	  instruc5on	  
•  Gives	  students	  opportuni5es	  to	  interact	  with	  each	  other	  and	  
the	  program.	  

•  Gives	  the	  teacher	  a	  chance	  to	  observe	  students’	  reac5ons	  
and	  performance.	  

•  Appeals	  to	  different	  students’	  learning	  styles	  and	  
intelligences.	  

•  Is	  user-‐friendly	  for	  the	  teacher	  and	  the	  students.	  



A good example of Distance Learning is the experiment called, 
“The Global ClassRoom” which was created in the American 

University in Dubai. It’s a class that consists of a 12 week 
course that includes 19 students in the faculty of Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, in collaboration with the University of 
Southern California in Los Angeles, CA. The students of Media 

Faculty in Dubai were being taught by Professor William 
Hoger who is also a professor at the faculty of Media in 

Southern California. 



This technology allowed the students of Dubai to take lectures 
and attend classes with a professor -- who is on the other side 
of the Globe -- and communicate with him as if they were in 

the U.S. without leaving their country. After this experience, it 
had proven its efficiency. The National Research Network is 
planning to create three more classes now, where the class 
doesn’t and shouldn’t exceed 20 students which guarantees 
the optimal communication between the instructor and the 

students. 



Usually these kind of classes require high end 
technology and expensive devices, so the classes will 
be really costly. However, like everything technology 
related, it usually starts expensive and then the cost 

will gradually decrease until it is reasonable for 
everybody. 



Edmodo 



History  

● In late 2008, Nic Borg and Jeff O'Hara 
recognized the need to evolve the school 
environment to reflect the increasingly 
connected world. The two set out to create a 
tool that closed the gap between how students 
live their lives and how they learn in school.. 



What is Edmodo? 

● Engage 
Tools that bring classrooms 
to life. 
● Connect 
Recommendations on resources and educator connction 
● Measure 
● Educational  
apps to augment in-classroom learn.ing 



Creating an Edmodo Account 
www.edmodo.com 







Posting Notes. Quizzes, Assignments 



Posting Notes. Quizzes, Assignments 











Adding Library Folders 





Sharing Folders 



Connect Google Drive to Library 



Discover 



Networking 



Sign up as a Student 



How to Sign up as a Student/Teacher 
In order for students who are brand new to Edmodo to join your Groups and 
get started, they'll need to create an Edmodo Account by following these 
simple steps: 
1. The teacher will first need to create a Group on Edmodo. 
2. Provide students with the temporary 6-digit Group Code (found on the left 
     side panel once you've selected the Group). Students must have this code 
     to create a new Account. 
3. Students will then (this is only if your student has never created an 
     Edmodo Student Account before): 
4. Navigate to www.edmodo.com and select the “I’m a Student” button. 
5. Fill out the registration form with the Group code, a 
     unique username and password. An email address is not required for 
     student sign up. 
6. Select the “Sign up” button to complete the sign up process. The student 
     will then see the Group you created on the left sidebar. 
7. Note: If a student already has an Edmodo Account, the student does not 
     need to create a new Account to join your Group. Once a student has 
     created an Account, the student can join multiple Groups with the single 
     Account. 



Any Meeting 



Schedule a Meeting 



Date and Time 



 Class E-mail List 



Google 

● Google docs. 
● Google Hangout. 
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